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colleagues that a considerable part of Ireland would
have to be proclaimed when the Act should come into
force. There were loud protests, and after " a con-
fused and simultaneous discussion " the question was
adjourned. But this particular issue never fell to be
decided by the Liberal Government. On the same
evening it was defeated by twelve votes on a Con-
servative amendment to the Budget supported by
the Irish members. An interval of some confusion
succeeded, since Lord Salisbury was unwilling to take
office without either a majority or assurances from
the Opposition, while a dissolution was impossible
until redistribution had taken effect. Ultimately Lord
Salisbury formed his Government on June 24th, 1885.

It will probably be convenient to pursue here the
story of Ireland, so far as Rosebery was concerned
with it, until the General Election.

In a long talk with Gladstone on his way to Windsor
(June 18th), Rosebery, on his way to Ascot, urged the
Prime Minister to form a fresh government, either
parting with Spencer and those who agreed with him,
or with the Ministers opposed to what was falsely
called coercion. By forming a fresh Cabinet on
whichever principle he might adopt, he would have all
the offices at his disposal, and get rid of the existing
difficulty. " True,53 said the Prime Minister, and
plunged in thought. But probably he considered that
the simplicity of such a procedure was more apparent
than real. Had he attempted to carry it out the
arrangement of pieces for his game would doubtless
have proved to be different from that which appeared
on his chess-board the next year.

In a later conversation he said that Rosebery's
speech at Edinburgh seemed to indicate greater
contiguity to Chamberlain than to Hartington. This
was at the meeting of the Midlothian Liberal Associa-
tion on June 29th? w^here Rosebery invented a popular
formula by stating his willingness to walk under an
umbrella with both Gladstone and Bright. He spoke
of local government for the three countries as the main